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- CHAPTER TEN THE SETTING FOR THE HEREAFTER

With the foundation and background of the model now past, it is time to
reexamine the traditional interpretation of Revelation chapters 4 through 7 with this
emerging prophetic model in mind. This reexamination will begin with an
exploration of the throne room scene described in Revelation chapter 4. First, an
examination of how Jesus introduced the vision of the future to John will be
presented, followed by an exploration of the identity of the 24 elders in connection
with the transfer of the priesthood of Aaron to the priesthood of Melchizedek.

10.1 Introduction to the Vision
In the first sentence of Revelation chapter 1, John revealed the subject of the
entire letter: the revelation of Jesus Christ. Too often, this book is viewed as one of
the doom of mankind and the end of the world. While the details of the seven-year
wrath of God on this earth are described in harrowing detail, the overall theme in the
first verse is the true name of the book:
Rev 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his
servants what must happen very soon. He made it clear by sending his angel to
his servant John,
The Greek word for “revelation” is apokalupsis, from which the English word
apocalypse is derived. This word does not mean the end of the world, as it is so often
used in popular books, television shows, and motion pictures. The word simply
means “revelation”, a revelation of Jesus Christ. This prophetic model will arrange
what must take place before the glorious apokalupsis of Jesus Christ for the second
time on earth. Daniel’s 70th week will involve God’s judgment on an earth soaked
with the blood of the innocent, whose cry for vengeance is dramatically answered by
the righteous judge on the throne:
Rev 16:5 Now I heard the angel of the waters saying: “You are just—the one
who is and who was, the Holy One—because you have passed these
judgments,
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Rev 16:6 because they poured out the blood of your saints and prophets, so
you have given them blood to drink. They got what they deserved!”
Rev 16:7 Then I heard the altar reply, “Yes, Lord God, the All-Powerful, your
judgments are true and just!”
Not only was the letter a revelation of Jesus Christ as King of Kings, but a
testimony of what things he saw while on the isle of Patmos. John said about
himself, speaking in the third person:
Rev 1:2 who then testified to everything that he saw concerning the word of
God and the testimony about Jesus Christ.
Later in Revelation chapter 1, John is introduced to the risen Savior, but only
after he described himself as being “in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day”. It is likely that,
at this point, John either fell into an exalted trance, or left his physical body and was
in the spirit, similar to the experience of Paul described in II Corinthians chapter 12.
In that account, Paul could not tell whether he went to paradise in his physical body,
or whether his spirit was taken while his body remained on the earth.
John, however, stated that he was in the spirit when he heard a voice he described
as being “like a trumpet” speaking to him. After John turned around to see the “son
of man” speaking to him, Jesus continued to speak to John uninterrupted from
Revelation 1:17 through the end of chapter 3. Each of the separate letters to the
seven churches of Asia are the spoken words of Jesus to John. Therefore, the
discourse must be viewed as occurring in one sitting, as John was first introduced in
the spirit to Jesus Christ in his exalted risen state.
Twice in chapter 1, John is admonished to write about what he was being shown.
First, Jesus told him to record what he is shown:
Rev 1:11 saying: “Write in a book what you see and send it to the seven
churches—to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and
Laodicea.”
Later, he is told again to write about what he sees: about what currently is
happening, and what is to happen afterward:
Rev 1:19 Therefore write what you saw, what is, and what will be after these
things.
Still in the spirit, John began recording the words of Jesus as he spoke the letters
to the seven churches. These letters, brimming with symbolism and references to the
Old Testament, were written to address specific issues at these churches. However,
the admonitions, warnings, and promises to each church are also applicable to every
church throughout history and today.
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10.2 Revelation Chapter Four – The Throne Room Setting
Jesus concluded his dictation of the final letter to the Laodicean church at the end
of chapter 3, and finally ceased speaking. Perhaps John, under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, came out of the spirit state and was given time to record what Jesus had
just spoken to the seven churches. Perhaps he needed time to recoup and gather
strength, similar to Daniel who, after being given visions of the future, described his
status:
Dan 8:27 I, Daniel, was exhausted and sick for days. Then I got up and again
carried out the king’s business. But I was astonished at the vision, and there
was no one to explain it.
Whether John experienced such a physical reaction is not known. There is an
indication that John did come back into a normal state, at least briefly, because he
stated that he was again “in the spirit” at another time. In order to again be in the
spirit, logic requires that he came out of the spirit state at some point. But before he
was again in the spirit, he heard something familiar:
Rev 4:1 After these things I looked, and there was a door standing open in
heaven! And the first voice I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet said:
“Come up here so that I can show you what must happen after these things.”
The voice belonged to Jesus Christ, as John was referring to the voice he first
heard in Revelation chapter 1. Recall that in chapter 1, John was to write what would
happen “after these things”, or events of the future. Now, just after Jesus finished the
letters to the seven churches, he told him it was time to show him these future events.
Immediately after John received the command to come up to the door in the sky, he
was in the spirit again:
Rev 4:2 Immediately I was in the Spirit, and a throne was standing in heaven
with someone seated on it!
Jesus gave him a command to come up to heaven, through this door in the sky, so
that he could be shown what was going to happen in the future. Before he was shown
those things which were to happen in the future, however, John was shown what the
“here” in the command “Come up here” was.
This is a key point. The description of the setting in which John was going to be
shown events of the future (the “here”) should not be confused with the events of the
future themselves (the “what must happen after”). John was immediately taken up to
the heavens which was the “here” to which Jesus was referring. The “here” in the
command to “Come up here” is described in Revelation chapters 4 and 5, while the
things to happen afterward which John was to be shown are described in Revelation
chapters 6 through the end of the book. Revelation chapters 4 and 5 do not contain
events that will happen in the future, but rather events that have already happened in
the past. This will become clear in this chapter and the chapters to follow.
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10.3 The Twenty-four Elders and Four Living Creatures
The throne room scene of Revelation chapters 4 and 5 is exquisite and majestic.
Isaiah experienced a similar vision of this throne room as recorded in Isaiah chapter
5. Both Isaiah and John described a throne and mysterious, six-winged living
creatures. Ezekiel also saw four living creatures, but the living creatures witnessed
by Ezekiel were not in the throne room of heaven, and their descriptions do not
match the descriptions of the living creatures witnessed by Isaiah and John.
Before the throne was a group of 24 figures described as “elders”, or presbuteros
in Greek:
Rev 4:4 In a circle around the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and
seated on those thrones were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white
clothing and had golden crowns on their heads.
Who were these elders and what do they represent? Because they were sitting on
thrones, many believe that twelve of them must be the twelve apostles because of
Jesus’ promise that they would sit on thrones and judge the twelve tribes of Israel:
Mat 19:28 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth: In the age when all things
are renewed, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.
Luk 22:30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will
sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
Because the twelve apostles would be considered members of the “dead in
Christ”, those who hold to this interpretation believe that the three-stage resurrection,
transformation, and catching-up event must have already occurred by this point in
Revelation chapter 4. As for the other twelve, the most frequent interpretation is that
they are twelve sons of Jacob, resulting in twelve under the old covenant and twelve
under the new covenant.
There are at least three points that provide sufficient doubt as to the validity of
this interpretation about the identity of the 24 elders:
1.
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The twelve apostles will judge during the age when all things are renewed, or
the kingdom age. This is clear from the two verses above. Jesus told the
disciples that they would indeed sit on thrones and judge the twelve tribes of
Israel. However, this will be during the 1,000-year period when Satan is
incarcerated while Christ reigns from Jerusalem after the battle in the valley of
Megiddo. This is what Jesus referred to as the “age in which all things are
renewed”, and he clarified it in Luke by stating it was “in my kingdom”. The
scene described in Revelation chapter 4 featuring the 24 elders is neither taking
place during the 1,000-year period following Armageddon on earth, nor is there
any mention of judgment taking place. In fact, it clearly takes place before the
events of Armageddon and judgment.
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2.

There are at least three verses that reveal those who had sinned under the old
covenant had their sins forgiven by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.
This is contrary to the belief that the 24 elders will consist of twelve
representatives of the old covenant who will judge the words and deeds of
people who lived under the first covenant:
Rom 3:25 God publicly displayed him at his death as the mercy seat accessible
through faith. This was to demonstrate his righteousness, because God in his
forbearance had passed over the sins previously committed.
Heb 11:40 For God had provided something better for us, so that they [the old
covenant heroes of faith] would be made perfect together with us.
Heb 9:15 And so he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are
called may receive the eternal inheritance he has promised, since he died to set
them free from the violations committed under the first covenant.
These three verses make it clear that the righteous individuals who lived under
the first covenant, before Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, were set free from the
violations they committed under that covenant. There is no need, therefore, for
judgment of those under the first covenant by the 24 elders.

3.

The twelve apostles are positively identified in Revelation chapter 21:
Rev 21:14 The wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them are the
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
If the twelve apostles are referred to as a specific group in Revelation chapter
21, why would they be referred to as part of the 24 elders in previous chapter?
The twelve apostles and the 24 elders are referred to separately as different
groups because they are just that: different. If the 24 elders consisted partially of
the twelve apostles, then why not refer to them as such? And why refer to the
twelve apostles in one part of Revelation as the twelve apostles but as 24 elders
in another part?

If the 24 elders are not made up of the twelve apostles, then the belief that the
three-stage resurrection, transformation, and catching-up event must have already
occurred by this point in Revelation chapter 4 must be re-evaluated. Is there a better
interpretation of this group of 24 elders?

10.4 Identification of the Twenty-four Elders
Following one of the rules of scripture interpretation established at the beginning
of this book, the Bible is a book of patterns and parallels. Putting this rule into
action, there is an interesting pattern involving 24 men in the old covenant Levitical
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priesthood. From this pattern, an understanding as to the identity of the 24 elders will
emerge.
It is recorded in I Chronicles chapter 24 that David established 24 divisions of the
priesthood under Aaron’s sons Eleazar and Ithamar:
I Chr 24:4 The descendants of Eleazar had more leaders than the descendants of
Ithamar, so they divided them up accordingly; the descendants of Eleazar had
sixteen leaders, while the descendants of Ithamar had eight.
I Chr 24:5 They divided them by lots, for there were officials of the holy place
and officials designated by God among the descendants of both Eleazar and
Ithamar.
These 24 men were to carry out the priestly duties in support of the high priest in
the new temple that was to be built in Jerusalem by David’s son, Solomon. These
duties can be understood by a thorough reading of I Chronicles chapters 24 through
27. As will be discussed later in this chapter, the Levitical priesthood and the temple
was a pattern of what is in heaven. But scripture is clear that this priesthood was
replaced with a new and better priesthood:
Heb 7:11 So if perfection had in fact been possible through the Levitical
priesthood—for on that basis the people received the law—what further need
would there have been for another priest to arise, said to be in the order of
Melchizedek and not in Aaron’s order?
Heb 7:15 And this is even clearer if another priest arises in the likeness of
Melchizedek,
Heb 7:16 who has become a priest not by a legal regulation about physical
descent but by the power of an indestructible life.
Heb 7:22 accordingly Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
Heb 8:6 But now Jesus has obtained a superior ministry, since the covenant
that he mediates is also better and is enacted on better promises.
Heb 8:7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, no one would have looked
for a second one.
Notice how the priesthood of Jesus is contrasted with the Levitical priesthood?
The remainder of Hebrews makes it clear that the activities carried out under
Levitical priesthood were only able to temporarily cover up the sins of the people,
and for this reason the first covenant priesthood was weak. The priesthood of the
order of Melchizedek, over which Jesus is high priest, is better because one offering
covered the sins under the old covenant as well as the sins of the future:
Heb 9:15 And so he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are
called may receive the eternal inheritance he has promised, since he died to set
them free from the violations committed under the first covenant.
Heb 7:24 but he holds his priesthood permanently since he lives forever.
Heb 7:25 So he is able to save completely those who come to God through
him, because he always lives to intercede for them.
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10.5 The Transfer of the Priesthood to the Order of Melchizedek
But when did this transfer and replacement of the Levitical priesthood take
place? In a previous chapter, powerful evidence was explored, showing that the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry just after his baptism was the fulfillment of the coming
of the prophesied “anointed one”. This event marked the transfer of the Levitical
priesthood to the priesthood over which Jesus became the high priest, the priesthood
after the order of Melchizedek:
Heb 5:9 And by being perfected in this way, he became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey him,
Heb 5:10 and he was designated by God as high priest in the order of
Melchizedek.
Under the Levitical priesthood, a Levite had to be thirty years of age before he
could become a priest. There are no less than seven verses in Numbers chapter 4 that
make this clear. Luke chapter 1 states that John the Baptist was six months older than
Jesus Christ, as he was born to Elizabeth and Zechariah just before Jesus was born.
Speaking to Mary, the angel Gabriel said the following:
Luk 1:36 “And look, your relative Elizabeth has also become pregnant with a
son in her old age—although she was called barren, she is now in her sixth
month!
Mary was told that she was going to become pregnant by the overshadowing of
the Holy Spirit, and that Elizabeth was already six months pregnant with John the
Baptist. Later in Luke, it is revealed that Jesus was about 30 years of age when he
went to the Jordan River to be baptized by John:
Luk 3:23 So Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years old. He
was the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli,
If Jesus was about 30 years old, and John was six months older, then John was
also at least 30 years old. Therefore, Jesus began his public ministry at the age of 30,
the same age that is required in the law of Moses for a Levite to become a priest. But
that priesthood was passed on from Levitical father to Levitical son, and that is
where John the Baptist comes into the story.
John the Baptist was born to parents Elizabeth and Zechariah, and Luke revealed
that Zechariah was a priest at the temple, and Elizabeth was a daughter of Aaron:
Luk 1:5 During the reign of Herod king of Judea, there lived a priest named
Zechariah who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah, and he had a wife
named Elizabeth, who was a descendant of Aaron.
There is usually an important reason for seemingly insignificant facts such as
these to be included in the narrative of the Bible. Without question, Elizabeth was in
the lineage of Aaron, a Levite. But what about Zechariah? He was of “the course of
Abijah”. Recall that the sons of Eleazar and Ithamar made up the 24 courses of the
priesthood. One of the sons of Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron, was Abijah:
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I Chr 24:6 The scribe Shemaiah son of Nethanel, a Levite, wrote down their
names before the king, the officials, Zadok the priest, Ahimelech son of
Abiathar, and the leaders of the priestly and Levite families. One family was
drawn by lot from Eleazar, and then the next from Ithamar.
I Chr 24:10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah,
I Chr 24:19 This was the order in which they carried out their assigned
responsibilities when they entered the Lord’s temple, according to the
regulations given them by their ancestor Aaron, just as the Lord God of Israel
had instructed him.
Both Zechariah and Elizabeth were of the house and lineage of Aaron. Therefore,
John the Baptist, supernaturally brought forth from the barren womb of Elizabeth,
was a true priest of the lineage of his forefathers Levi and Aaron.
As Zechariah was engaged in the priestly function of burning incense on the
golden altar in the temple, the angel Gabriel appeared to him on the right side of the
altar. The angel comforted him, told him he was going to have a son, and told him to
name him John. He was told his son would prepare the people for the arrival of the
Lord among them.
As John the Baptist began preaching and teaching, the people wondered if he was
actually Elijah, but John said he was not. Instead, he said he fulfilled the prophecy of
Isaiah, quoted earlier, that he was the voice of one crying in the wilderness. John
began his ministry at the Jordan River, in the wilderness area around Betharaba. The
priests ministering at the temple as John ministered in the wilderness were corrupt
and illegitimate, made clear in Malachi, the final book of the Old Testament.
Yet John was a true priest and over 30 years of age. As such, he was called to
minister in the wilderness and baptize at the Jordan River because he was to prepare
the way for the transfer of the priesthood from the order of Aaron to the order of
Melchizedek. He was to introduce the new high priest, Jesus Christ, and transfer the
priesthood after the order of Aaron to Jesus Christ after the order of Melchizedek.
This is the critical point of the ministry of John the Baptist:
Mat 3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John to be baptized by him in the
Jordan River.
Mat 3:14 But John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and yet you come to me?”
Mat 3:15 So Jesus replied to him, “Let it happen now, for it is right for us to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then John yielded to him.
For Jesus Christ to become a priest after the order of Melchizedek, and for it to
succeed the Levitical priesthood, there had to be a transfer of the priesthood. For a
transfer to take place, a member of both parties must be present. In this case, a
member of both the former Levitical priesthood and the new Melchizedekan
priesthood were present at the baptism. Notice that Jesus stated the baptism had to
take place “now” in order for righteousness to be fulfilled.
The transfer of the priesthood took place in a most extraordinary fashion, after
the pattern given to Moses. Under the Levitical priesthood, God set forth the
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example for the transfer of the priesthood from father to son with Moses, Aaron, and
Aaron’s sons. The consecration ceremony, among other things, included the
following:
Lev 8:6 So Moses brought Aaron and his sons forward and washed them
with water.
Lev 8:10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and
everything in it, and so consecrated them.
Lev 8:12 He then poured some of the anointing oil on the head of Aaron
and anointed him to consecrate him.
All of these elements were present in the baptism of Jesus. First, the Father and
his Son were present. Second, he was submerged in water by a member of the
legitimate priestly line, John the Baptist. Third, as he came up out of the water, the
Holy Spirit of anointing came down in the form of a dove and landed on him:
Mat 3:16 After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming up out of the water,
the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming on him.
Mat 3:17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my one dear Son; in him I
take great delight.”
The consecration of Jesus at his baptism included the washing of water in the
Jordan River by a legitimate priest of the Levitical priesthood, the anointing of the
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove, and the presence and approval of the Father. This
is a perfect parallel of the consecration ceremony under the Levitical priesthood.
Jesus Christ was thereby set apart and anointed as the high priest of the new
priesthood at his baptism in the Jordan River, the time and place of the transfer of the
priesthood from Aaron’s order to the order of Melchizedek.

10.6 A Pattern of the Heavenly Temple
The temple and the Levitical priesthood on earth was a pattern of the temple and
priesthood in heaven. Moses was instructed to build a pattern of what was in heaven:
Heb 8:5 The place where they serve is a sketch and shadow of the heavenly
sanctuary, just as Moses was warned by God as he was about to complete the
tabernacle. For he says, “See that you make everything according to the design
shown to you on the mountain.”
Heb 9:23 So it was necessary for the sketches of the things in heaven to be
purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves required
better sacrifices than these.
Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with hands—the
representation of the true sanctuary—but into heaven itself, and he appears
now in God’s presence for us.
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This is a key point. Because the Levitical priesthood had 24 orders of the
priesthood, and was a pattern of what is in heaven, it follows that the 24 elders are a
heavenly parallel of the priestly order of the 24 descendants of Eleazar and Ithamar.
They serve the Melchizedekan priesthood of the high priest of heaven, Jesus Christ:
I Pet 3:21 . . . through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
I Pet 3:22 who went into heaven and is at the right hand of God with angels and
authorities and powers subject to him.
Heb 5:9 And by being perfected in this way, he became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey him,
Heb 5:10 and he was designated by God as high priest in the order of
Melchizedek.
Peter wrote that there are different levels of angelic beings who are currently
serving Jesus Christ as he performs the duties of the high priest of heaven at God’s
right hand. These angelic beings include the 24 elders around the throne, and the four
living creatures.
Hebrews states that heavenly tabernacle items had to be purified with blood, just
as the earthly tabernacle, which Moses and his helpers crafted, were purified with
blood. However, a better sacrifice than the blood of bulls and goats was required to
purify the heavenly temple. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ for sin accomplished this
purification:
Heb 9:23 So it was necessary for the sketches of the things in heaven to be
purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves required
better sacrifices than these.
Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with hands—the
representation of the true sanctuary—but into heaven itself, and he appears
now in God’s presence for us.
Heb 9:25 And he did not enter to offer himself again and again, the way the
high priest enters the sanctuary year after year with blood that is not his own,
Based on Hebrews chapters 6 through 13, the heavenly temple, the true
tabernacle with all the original items after which the earthly tabernacle was
patterned, was not accessible until Jesus’ sacrifice accomplished the purification.
Jesus was described as the forerunner, opening the way for all believers to be able to
enter the holy place:
Heb 6:19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, sure and steadfast, which
reaches inside behind the curtain,
Heb 6:20 where Jesus our forerunner entered on our behalf, since he
became a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.
This heavenly temple is clearly referred to several times within Revelation, along
with the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant:
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Rev 8:3 Another angel holding a golden censer came and was stationed at the
altar. A large amount of incense was given to him to offer up, with the prayers
of all the saints, on the golden altar that is before the throne.
Rev 11:19 Then the temple of God in heaven was opened and the ark of his
covenant was visible within his temple. And there were flashes of lightning,
roaring, crashes of thunder, an earthquake, and a great hailstorm.
The altar of incense, the ark of the covenant, and the Mercy Seat were located in
the Most Holy Place under the Levitical priesthood:
Heb 9:3 And after the second curtain there was a tent called the holy of holies.
Heb 9:4 It contained the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant
covered entirely with gold. In this ark were the golden urn containing the
manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.
Heb 9:5 And above the ark were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the
mercy seat. Now is not the time to speak of these things in detail.
Because Revelation refers to these temple furnishings in heaven, it is clear that a
temple and the elements of the Most Holy Place are present in heaven. The golden
altar of incense has the prayers of the saints offered upon it. The ark of the covenant
was visible in heaven, and the Mercy Seat, God’s throne, is also present.
If the heavenly tabernacle is truly a representation of the earthly Levitical
priesthood, then there are also 24 “sons of the high priest” in heaven who represent
the sons of Eleazar and Ithamar. The 24 elders are that heavenly angelic
representation, serving the high priest Jesus Christ.
As explored above, the transfer of the Levitical priesthood to the Melchizedekan
priesthood took place before Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and ascension to heaven.
Therefore, the 24 elders may have been in place since the time of that event marking
the transfer on earth, Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. The appearance of the
Lamb of God before the throne in Revelation chapter 5, therefore, becomes even
more dramatic when viewed in this light. In addition, the physical and verbal
reaction of the elders to his appearance as the perfect Lamb sacrificed for all
humanity is illuminated.

10.7 The Twenty-four Elders Contrasted with the Vast Throng
Is there more evidence that the 24 elders represent an angelic order of the
heavenly Melchizedekan priesthood? Other than a conversation with John that will
subsequently be explored in depth, the 24 elders are consistently shown before the
throne worshipping God. Recall that this throne is in the Most Holy Place, along
with the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant, consistent with the view
that the elders are also present in the temple. There is also an important passage in
Revelation chapter 19 that reveals interesting facts about the 24 elders:
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Rev 19:1 After these things I heard what sounded like the loud voice of a vast
throng in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong
to our God,
Rev 19:2 because his judgments are true and just. For he has judged the great
prostitute who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality, and has avenged
the blood of his servants poured out by her own hands!”
Rev 19:3 Then a second time the crowd shouted, “Hallelujah!” The smoke
rises from her forever and ever.
Rev 19:4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures threw
themselves to the ground and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne,
saying: “Amen! Hallelujah!”
This passage provides an important distinction between the vast throng in heaven
and the 24 elders and the four living creatures. If the future three-stage event has
taken place by this point in the chronology of Revelation, chapter 19, then this vast
throng is that group in heaven, rejoicing for the judgment that has been poured out.
The crowd is identified for a second time in verse 3, but, the 24 elders and the four
living creatures are identified separately from this vast throng, and their
exclamations are separately announced from them. They agreed with the statements
of the vast throng by saying “Amen!”, which means they were not part of the group
that uttered them.
If the crowd is a group of human beings in heaven, then the 24 elders cannot be
human beings, or representative of human beings, based on this passage. Each group
is identified separately, and their statements are separately rendered in the text.
Furthermore, the 24 elders are consistently grouped with the four living creatures,
which without question are not human. If the 24 elders are representatives of the
caught-up, living believers in heaven, then why are they singled out and made
separate from the vast throng of believers in this passage?

10.8 Summary and Conclusion
Some of the key points to remember from this chapter include:
•
•
•

•
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The apokalupsis is a revelation of Jesus Christ, not merely a description of doom
and gloom during Daniel’s 70th week.
In Revelation chapter 1, John was commanded to write what he saw in the spirit
about what was currently taking place, and what was to happen afterward.
In Revelation chapter 4, John was told to “Come up here” and be shown what
was to happen afterward. The “here” in the command to “Come up here” is
described in Revelation chapters 4 and 5, while what would happen afterward is
described in Revelation chapters 6 through 22.
Jesus Christ is the high priest of the priesthood after the order of Melchizedek.

The Setting for the Hereafter
•
•
•
•

The earthly temple and the items in it were patterned after the heavenly temple,
and the Levitical priesthood had 24 divisions of priests who were traced to the
sons of Aaron, a Levite.
The dramatic transfer of the Levitical priesthood to the Melchizedekan
priesthood was accomplished at the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist, a
descendant of the priestly line of Aaron and Levi.
The 24 elders are a heavenly angelic representative of the 24 divisions of the
earthly Levitical priesthood.
The vast throng in heaven and the 24 elders are identified as two separate groups
in Revelation chapter 19.

The content covered in this chapter was necessary to understand the setting as
John was invited to see what was going to happen afterward. This will continue in
the next chapter, as Revelation chapter 5 will be carefully examined in light of what
has been presented thus far. The chapters to follow will shed new light on the timing
and overall structure of Revelation chapters 4 through 7.
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- CHAPTER ELEVEN THE ASCENT TO THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD

Revelation chapters 4 through 7 should be viewed together as one continuous
story, not as broken and separate chapters. The chapter breaks do not necessitate a
gap in time. Revelation chapter 5 features the introduction of a seven-sealed scroll
held in God’s right hand. Before the contents of the scroll are revealed, a dramatic
description of the appearance of the Lamb in heaven is provided. This chapter will
focus on that dramatic appearance.

11.1 The Ascension of Christ
While there are numerous verses in the Old Testament which mention God’s
right hand, there is but one in which the Lord is prophesied to sit at the right hand of
God. Peter quoted this same verse on the day when the baptism in the fire of the
Holy Spirit was unleashed:
Psa 110:1 Here is the Lord’s proclamation to my lord: “Sit down at my right
hand until I make your enemies your footstool!”
Act 2:34 For David did not ascend into heaven, but he himself says, ‘The Lord
said to my lord, “Sit at my right hand
Act 2:35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’
Just before his crucifixion, Jesus himself declared to Caiaphas the high priest that
he would be at the Father’s right hand after his death:
Mat 26:64 Jesus said to him, “You have said it yourself. But I tell you, from
now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power
and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
Christ’s ascension to heaven was an incredible supernatural event that took place
on the Mount of Olives 40 days after his resurrection from the dead. The disciples
were privileged to see it with their own eyes. It was described by Luke in Acts
chapter 1, at the conclusion of the 40-day period in which he appeared to the
disciples:
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Act 1:9 After he had said this, while they were watching, he was lifted up and
a cloud hid him from their sight.
Act 1:10 As they were still staring into the sky while he was going, suddenly
two men in white clothing stood near them
Act 1:11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking up into the
sky? This same Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will
come back in the same way you saw him go into heaven.”
In the final chapter of Mark, more detail is added to the ascension event,
specifically, exactly where he went when he arrived in heaven:
Mar 16:19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.

11.2 Who Will Open the Scroll?
Revelation chapter 5 opens with a description of the throne and a seven-sealed
scroll. Note where this scroll is located with respect to God:
Rev 5:1 Then I saw in the right hand of the one who was seated on the
throne a scroll written on the front and back and sealed with seven seals.
After the scroll is described in God’s right hand, the search began for someone to
open the scroll:
Rev 5:2 And I saw a powerful angel proclaiming in a loud voice: “Who is
worthy to open the scroll and to break its seals?”
Rev 5:3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to
open the scroll or look into it.
This is a perplexing passage if viewed as occurring in the future. If Jesus Christ
had already ascended to the throne and been in heaven for nearly 2,000 years, then
why would he not be already seated on the right hand of God, ready to take the
scroll? Why would the angel have to call throughout heaven and earth to find him,
the only one worthy to open the scroll? Was Jesus playing a game of Hide and Seek?
According to scripture, when Jesus ascended to heaven, he sat down at the right
hand of God, as Mark described in the verse above. In fact, as Stephen was being
stoned to death, he said he actually saw Jesus at God’s right hand:
Act 7:55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked intently toward heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
Act 7:56 “Look!” he said. “I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!”
As discussed above, Jesus told Caiaphas the high priest that he would be sitting at
the right hand of power in heaven. In addition, in several of their letters, both Paul
and Peter proclaim that Jesus Christ is currently at the right hand of God, interceding
for prayers:
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Rom 8:34 Who is the one who will condemn? Christ is the one who died (and
more than that, he was raised), who is at the right hand of God, and who also
is interceding for us.
Col 3:1 Therefore, if you have been raised with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
I Pet 3:22 who went into heaven and is at the right hand of God with angels
and authorities and powers subject to him.
Therefore, according to these verses, Jesus should be at God’s right hand to open
the seven-sealed scroll. But he is not there in Revelation chapter 5. The call for
someone to open the sealed scroll becomes even more perplexing when one
considers the following passage from Hebrews:
Heb 10:12 But when this priest had offered one sacrifice for sins for all time,
he sat down at the right hand of God,
Heb 10:13 where he is now waiting until his enemies are made a footstool for
his feet.
This is a key point. Not only did Christ sit down at the right hand of God after his
death, resurrection, and ascension, but he must remain there until his enemies are
made a footstool for his feet. Now consider Revelation chapter 5 in this light. If what
is described in this chapter takes place in the future, then where is Jesus, and why is
he not seated at God’s right hand? Why is there a call throughout the universe for
him? Where is Jesus hiding?
The clear answer is that the scene at the opening of Revelation chapter 5 does not
take place in the future. In the vision that John was being shown, Jesus had not yet
arrived at the throne from the earth. Rather than a description of the throne room
scene after the future resurrection, transformation, and catching-up event, this is a
vision of the scene at God’s throne just after the ascension of Jesus Christ and just
before he took his seat at the right hand of God.

11.3 The Lamb Ascends to the Throne
If the call throughout the universe for someone to open the scroll is perplexing,
then the verse that follows is doubly so. In response to the angel’s cry for someone to
take the seven-sealed scroll, which went unanswered, John began weeping:
Rev 5:4 So I began weeping bitterly because no one was found who was
worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.
The Greek indicates John was weeping greatly and profusely. At this point in his
life, John had known of Jesus Christ for approximately 60 years. He was the beloved
disciple, watching Jesus die as he hung on the cross. He ran to the tomb to see if
Jesus truly had been resurrected from the dead. He wrote the Gospel of John and was
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called the disciple whom Jesus loved. He had a three and one-half year vault of
memories upon which to draw during the time Jesus Christ was among them. Now,
he was exiled on the Isle of Patmos, where he was visited by Jesus Christ himself in
a vision:
Rev 1:17 When I saw him I fell down at his feet as though I were dead, but he
placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid! I am the first and the
last,
Rev 1:18 and the one who lives! I was dead, but look, now I am alive—
forever and ever—and I hold the keys of death and of Hades!
Suddenly, in Revelation chapters 4 and 5, John saw the awesome throne room
scene, but Jesus was not present at the right hand of God as was declared by Stephen,
Paul, and Peter in the verses cited above. When John saw the vision, why wouldn’t
his memories of Jesus Christ come into play? Wouldn’t John cry out something on
the order of, “I know the One who is worthy to open the scroll!! It’s Jesus Christ! He
died on the cross and rose from the dead. He walked among us for 40 days after his
resurrection. As a matter of fact, I just saw him while I was on the Isle of Patmos!”,
instead of weeping bitterly?
In order for this scene to make logical sense, it must be a vision of the throne
room just before Jesus’ ascension to the throne to take his prophesied place at the
right hand of God, where the seven-sealed scroll resided. Note that John was not
literally taken to this time in history, but that he was given a vision of this time in
history. In a dramatic fashion, the Lamb who had been brutally slain appeared in the
middle of the throne room:
Rev 5:5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping! Look, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has conquered; thus he can open the scroll
and its seven seals.”
Rev 5:6 Then I saw standing in the middle of the throne and of the four living
creatures, and in the middle of the elders, a Lamb that appeared to have been
killed. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God
sent out into all the earth.
The first action taken by the Lamb after his appearance in the heavenly throne
room is critically important. He proceeded to the right hand of the throne of God and
took the scroll out the right hand of God:
Rev 5:7 Then he came and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who
was seated on the throne,
Perhaps John’s bitter weeping was because his memories were not active in the
visionary state. Or, perhaps he was weeping because he knew that Jesus was
supposed to be at the right hand of the Father, but not realizing this was a vision of
the past right before Jesus arrived, and seeing Jesus was not there, he became
troubled. Maybe John simply wept because Jesus was not present to open the seals to
set in motion the consummation of history that would lead to his return to the earth.
All of these are speculation, because the text does not definitively state the reason
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John was weeping other than that there was no one present to open the scroll. The
visionary scene within which John found himself was the heavenly throne room
scene just prior to the first century ascension of Jesus Christ, just before he took his
seat at the right hand of God.

11.4 The Reaction to His Ascension and Appearance
After the appearance of the Lamb in the throne room, note the reaction of the 24
elders, as well as the four living creatures:
Rev 5:8 and when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders threw themselves to the ground before the Lamb. Each of
them had a harp and golden bowls full of incense (which are the prayers of
the saints).
There are two important clues within the description of the reaction of the 24
elders and the four living creatures which shed light upon whether these entities are
human beings. The first clue is that the 24 elders were holding golden bowls, full of
incense. This incense is further described as being the prayers of the saints. The
prayers of the saints are heard by Jesus Christ, according to the New Testament.
The 24 elders, if they are a symbolic representative of saints, would not be
holding golden bowls which contain their own prayers. However, if the 24 elders
represent an angelic order of priests, it would make perfect sense for them to be
holding the golden bowls with the prayers of the saints. As these prayers reach the
throne, they are offered up as incense before the throne, where Jesus Christ
intercedes before the Father for the saints based on their prayers.
The scene in Revelation chapter 5, therefore, is a description of the first
appearance of the high priest of heaven after his ascension to sit in intercession for
the prayers of the saints. The 24 elders were holding golden bowls before the throne
in preparation for their offering of the incense upon the altar.
The second important clue is found within the song that is sung by the 24 elders
and the four living creatures. This song is key in eliminating the possibility that they
are human beings or representative of human beings. There is an important
difference between the KJV, which is dependent on the Textus Receptus, and the
NET, as well as several other translations:
Rev 5:9 They were singing a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and
to open its seals because you were killed, and at the cost of your own blood you
have purchased for God persons from every tribe, language, people, and
nation.
Rev 5:10 You have appointed them [autous] as a kingdom and priests to serve
our God, and they will reign on the earth.”
Compare this rendition, noting the words in bold and underline, to the KJV
below:
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Rev 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book,
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God
by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
Rev 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign
on the earth.
The passage above in the KJV is the main reason for the traditional interpretation
that the 24 elders are representative of human believers in heaven. The KJV uses the
pronouns “us” and “we”, while the NET and the vast majority of other translations
use “them” and “they”, including the NIV, NASB and ASV. According to the
translation notes supplied with the NET, “The vast majority of witnesses have
aujtouv” (autous, “them”) here, while the Textus Receptus reads hJma’” (Jhmas,
“us”) with insignificant support . . .There is no question that the original text read
aujtouv” here.” 1 [emphasis added]
According to the NET translators, there is no question that the original
manuscript contained autous, the Greek pronoun “they”. Furthermore, Revelation
5:8 states that the 24 elders and the four living creatures are worshipping the Lamb,
and verse 9 states “they” are singing the song to the Lamb. If the KJV rendition of
“us” and “we” is correct, then the four living creatures also claimed to be members
of the redeemed, purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ. In addition, they claimed to
be part of the kingdom of priests that will reign on earth. It is quite clear that the four
living creatures are not human beings: on this point, there is 100% agreement among
scholars. Therefore, it makes no logical sense for the four living creatures to be
singing this song, using the pronouns “us” and “we”. Angelic beings were not
redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ, but they rejoice in heaven when a person is
redeemed, and they greatly desire to know about the gospel of salvation:
I Pet 1:12 They were shown that they were serving not themselves but you, in
regard to the things now announced to you through those who proclaimed the
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things angels long to
catch a glimpse of.
This means that the 24 elders and the four living creatures were not singing about
themselves, as rendered by the KJV, but about the redeemed that the Lamb had
purchased with his own blood. It is powerful evidence against the notion that the 24
elders are human beings or representatives of them, as well as proof that Revelation
chapter 5 is a description of the appearance of the Lamb in the heavenly throne room
for the first time after his violent death and victorious resurrection. Carefully study
the original Greek language in Revelation 5:8-10 to ascertain the validity of what has
been proposed in this section. The reader will discover that the information presented
above is accurate. There are several good programs on the Internet that can be
downloaded free of charge that include the original Greek language that was
translated into English.
1

The NET Bible. Notes on Revelation chapter 5, verse 10, note 31.
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11.5 A New Song?
In verse 9, the song of the 24 elders and the four living creatures is described as a
“new song”. The Greek word for “new” is kainos, and is used to describe something
that is particularly fresh, recent, and unused. 2 If this song, in John’s vision, were
being sung 2,000 or more years after Jesus’ death and resurrection, then why would
it be described as “new”? The content of the song would denote something had just
happened such that it would be labeled new. But the redemption of Jesus Christ on
the cross and his purchase of the saints on earth took place at a certain time in the
past. The song would not be called “new” unless the actions of the Lamb, as
described in the song, had just taken place. Why call it “new”, if it had occurred over
2,000 years ago?
If the song is being sung at a time in the future, after the catching up of believers
for example, then the 24 elders and the four living creatures would have waited at
least 2,000 years to sing the “new” song. But if the redemption of mankind and the
establishment of the royal priesthood took place nearly 2,000 years ago and Jesus
ascended about 43 days after his death, why would they wait so long to sing this new
song?
The royal priesthood was established when Jesus Christ ratified the new covenant
by shedding his blood once and for all. If the new song is sung at least 2,000 years
after the establishment of the new covenant, then that would make the establishment
of the kingdom of priests referred to in the song a “new” event. But this cannot be
the case. The New Testament writers made it clear that the establishment of the
priesthood of the believer took place upon the establishment of the new covenant:
I Pet 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
of his own, so that you may proclaim the virtues of the one who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light.
Rev 1:6 and has appointed us as a kingdom, as priests serving his God and
Father—to him be the glory and the power for ever and ever! Amen.
At the time Peter wrote his first epistle, he declared that believers are a royal
priesthood. John declared the same at the opening of Revelation, written in
approximately 95 AD. The proper interpretation of this new song, therefore, is that it
was sung in celebration of the new covenant that had been established at the death
and resurrection of Christ nearly 2,000 years ago, not in the future. The content of
the song was that Jesus had purchased mankind with his blood and made believers a
kingdom of priests, all of which occurred in approximately 31-32 AD. The 24 elders
and the four living creatures, upon the appearance of the Lamb and his procession to
God’s right hand, sang the new song in celebration of these awesome acts.
Such an interpretation provides more proof that what John saw in the vision
beginning in Revelation chapter 4 was:
2

Thayer’s Greek Definitions
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1.
2.
3.
4.

The throne room scene just before Jesus’ ascension to the throne,
The appearance of Jesus in the middle of the throne room after his ascension,
His procession to God’s right hand to take the seven-sealed scroll, and
The reaction of the 24 elders and the four living creatures to his appearance at
that particular time.

Take note that John was not seeing the actual events as they took place, but that
he was shown a vision of the events which took place in the past relative to his
lifetime.
Revelation chapter 5 closes with a harmonic praise to the slain Lamb and the
resurrected and conquering Lion of Judah. Worthy is that Lamb and Lion of all
praise and adoration for what he accomplished.

11.6 Summary and Conclusion
The key points to take from this chapter are as follows:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
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The ascension of Jesus from the earth to heaven is described in Acts chapter 1.
According to the Psalmist, Stephen, and the apostles Peter and Paul, Jesus was
seated at the right hand of God, and will remain there until the time all things are
restored, as the prophets foretold.
The seven-sealed scroll was at the right hand of the one seated on the throne.
If the Revelation chapter 5 scene will take place just after the catching up of
believers, as the traditional prophetic models suggest, it is perplexing that a
search for Jesus was necessary. He should have been seated at the right hand of
God, or with the caught-up group of believers.
According to Paul in Hebrews, Jesus is now seated at the right hand of God, and
is waiting there until his enemies are made a footstool for his feet.
The vision of Revelation chapters 4 and 5 must have been a vision of the throne
room just before, and just after, the ascension to the right hand of God.
In the Revelation chapter 5 description of John’s vision, the first act performed
by the Lamb after his appearance in the middle of the throne was to proceed to
the right hand of God and take the seven-sealed scroll.
The 24 elders, if humans or representative of them, would not be holding their
own prayers in golden bowls before the high priest of heaven. Rather, the 24
elders are angelic beings presenting the prayers of human beings to the Lord at
the altar of incense.
The song of the 24 elders and the four living creatures is key in understanding
that the 24 elders are not humans or their representatives. The KJV rendition of
“us” and “we” in the song is not a reliable translation.
The song of the 24 elders and the four living creatures is described as a “new
song”. If John’s vision was a vision of the future just after the catching-up event,
then the contents of the song should not have been new. However, if in response
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•

to the Lamb’s appearance in heaven just after his death, resurrection, and
ascension to the throne, the contents of the song would most assuredly be new.
The establishment of the kingdom of priests took place at the time of the
redemption provided by Jesus. For the “new song” to be sung 2,000 years after
the redemptive act of crucifixion took place makes no logical sense. Rather, the
song was sung just as Jesus made his dramatic appearance in heaven after his
ascension.

In the chapters to follow, the opening of the seven-sealed book of history will be
examined in depth. The events that would take place from the opening of the first
seal until the future resurrection, transformation, and catching-up event, and the
beginning of Daniel’s 70th week, unfold in Revelation chapter 6.
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