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- CHAPTER TWO THEN HIS VOICE SHOOK
THE EARTH . . .

According to I Corinthians 15:51-52, the simultaneous resurrection
and transformation event which begins the process of the translation
of the bodies of believers will be set in motion by the sounding of a
trumpet, which Paul termed the “last trumpet,” or eschatēi sálpiggi in
Greek:
1Co 15:51 Listen, I will tell you a mystery: We will not all
sleep, but we will all be changed — 15:52 in a moment, in
the blinking of an eye, at the last trumpet [eschatēi sálpiggi].
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed.
This passage adds detail to his initial disclosure of this future event
in his first epistle to the Thessalonians. In that letter, he revealed:
I The 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven with a shout of command, with the voice of the
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archangel, and with the trumpet [sálpiggi] of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. 4:17 Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be suddenly caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will
always be with the Lord.
There are at least four points of congruence between Paul’s
description of the resurrection of the dead in I Corinthians 15:51-52
and in I Thessalonians 4:16-17 which have led students of the Bible to
conclude that Paul was describing the same event.
1. Both passages reveal that the dead in Christ, believers who have
died throughout history, will be resurrected.
2. Both passages reveal that there will be a trumpet sound that
immediately precedes this resurrection of the dead.
3. Both passages reveal that there will be a separate group of
believers who have not died, but are alive and remaining at this
future resurrection event.
4. Both passages reveal a supernatural act will be performed upon
those alive and remaining believers at the time of, or just after, the
resurrection of the dead.
It is clear from these points of congruence that Paul was referring
to the same event within the two passages. Therefore, it can be
reasonably concluded that the “last trumpet” sounding prior to the I
Corinthians 15:52 resurrection of the dead is the same as the “trumpet
19
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of God” sounding prior to the I Thessalonians 4:16 resurrection of the
dead. Notice that the Greek noun for trumpet in both passages is
sálpiggi. According to Strong’s Concordance, sálpigx is derived from
several different words which are all used in the New Testament to
describe motion, shaking, billowing, or reverberation. The Greek
seismós, a violent shaking or earthquake, is derived from the primary
verb seíō, which has its roots in sálpigx.
The Trumpet of God and His Voice
What did Paul mean, then, by the term “trumpet of God?” Does the
idea of God Almighty blowing a literal ram’s horn or golden trumpet
come to mind? Given his omnipotence, the image of the Creator of
the universe placing a literal trumpet to his mouth in heaven or on
earth seems a bit contrived. Could it be that the trumpet of God is
actually his voice rather than a trumpet placed to his mouth and
blown?
Fortunately, there is a wealth of scripture that will shed light on
this question. The first to be examined is Exodus chapter 19, in which
the scene is set for the giving of the Ten Commandments. This
incredible event featured the living God revealing his presence in our
three-dimensional world, in fact, coming down on Mount Sinai in
Arabia under the cover of a dense cloud, with thunder, lightning, fire,
earthquakes, and a long and loud trumpet sound. The Lord gave
Moses specific instructions for this event, including setting up
boundaries to keep the people away from the mountain, how the
20
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people should prepare themselves for the event, and when he would
come down to speak with him and reveal himself to the people.
When the Lord came down, the people saw the fire, the cloud, and
the smoke, and were terrified. But they also heard something very
important: what in Hebrew is called the “voice of the trumpet,” or qôl
shôphâr :
Exo 19:16 And it came to pass on the third day in the
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet [qôl
shôphâr] exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in
the camp trembled. (KJV)
A verse later in the narrative provides more detail about the voice,
or sound, of the trumpet that was heard:
Exo 19:19 And when the voice of the trumpet [qôl shôphâr]
sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake,
and God answered him by a voice [qôl]. (KJV)

Here it is revealed just what the sound of the trumpet, or qôl
shôphâr, was: God speaking to Moses with a voice. There are several
other scriptures which corroborate this conclusion, including:
Exo 20:18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet [qôl shôphâr], and
21
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the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they
removed, and stood afar off. 20:19 And they said unto
Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God
speak with us, lest we die. (KJV)
The people were mortified by the thought of God’s voice speaking
to them again. They would have rather had Moses speak with them
than God. When these events were later recalled in Deuteronomy 4:12
and 5:22, the Lord’s voice was again connected to the event.
This important Mount Sinai event was also described in the New
Testament. In Hebrews chapter 12, Paul provided corroboration for
the voice of the Lord being associated with the reverberating sound of
a trumpet. In contrasting the first covenant established through Moses
with the new covenant established through Jesus Christ, Paul
described the scene on Mount Sinai as follows:
Heb 12:18 For you have not come to something that can be
touched, to a burning fire and darkness and gloom and a
whirlwind 12:19 and the blast of a trumpet and a voice
uttering words such that those who heard begged to hear no
more.
Paul explained that the blast of the trumpet was associated with the
voice that was uttering words, meaning God’s voice speaking was the
trumpet blast heard in Mount Sinai. This is solid support for the
Exodus chapter 19 description of the trumpet blast yielding a voice
22
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uttering words, a voice which the people begged to stop because it
was extremely loud, but more importantly for the sake of this study,
because it shook the surrounding landscape.
It should be clear, then, that the Lord possesses a voice that
manifests with the force of a loud, reverberating trumpet sound.
Indeed, John was witness to this on the Isle of Patmos when he twice
heard the voice of the Lord speaking to him with the sound of a
trumpet (Revelation 1:10 and 4:1). This is not the only form that his
voice can take, for Elijah heard the still, soft voice of the Lord in a
cave of the same mountain, Mount Sinai. As will be revealed,
however, God has reserved his trumpet voice for one final shaking of
the earth and the heavens.
The Trumpet Voice of God Shook the Earth
In both Job chapter 37 and Psalm chapter 29, the voice of the Lord
is described as powerful and thundering, with the ability to shake the
earth in a violent manner. While these passages are perhaps partially
poetic, the message cannot be mistaken: the power of the voice of the
Lord when it is sounded within our three-dimensional world. Another
important piece of the Mount Sinai narrative in which this power was
on display is the description of the scene when the Lord descended
and began to speak with Moses:
Exo 19:18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke,
because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke
23
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thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole
mount quaked greatly. 19:19 And when the voice of the
trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses
spake, and God answered him by a voice. (KJV)
Here it is revealed that when the entire Sinai mountain region was
shaking in a violent manner as the Lord descended on it, the voice of
the trumpet was sounding long. Clearly, this was a violent shaking of
Mount Sinai. Consider the Psalmist’s description of the scene:
Psa 68:7 O God, when thou wentest forth before thy people,
when thou didst march through the wilderness; Selah: 68:8
The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of
God: even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the
God of Israel. (KJV)
Here, the exodus from Egypt is described as the “march through
the wilderness,” when the people of God were led to Mount Sinai.
The earth was described as experiencing a shaking, and the mountains
were moved in the presence of God. Admittedly, it is not clear from
these passages whether the quaking of the mountain range was
because of the descent of the Lord in fire, or the voice of the trumpet
sounding, or both. However, Paul’s conclusion about the Mount Sinai
events in Hebrews chapter 12 leaves no doubt as to what caused the
shaking on Mount Sinai when he descended upon it in fire. The first
clause of Hebrews 12:26 reveals the answer:
24
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Heb 12:26(a) Then his voice shook the earth . . .
What is the “then” to which Paul was referring? It was the scene
he had just described in verses 18-21, a scene so terrifying that Moses
himself shuddered with fear. With Hebrews 12:26(a), Paul confirms
that the supernatural catalyst for the shaking of the earth at Mount
Sinai was the trumpet voice of the Lord. Then, at Mount Sinai, his
voice was the cause of the shaking of the earth; it could not be any
more clearly stated than that. As previously established, the voice of
the Lord sounded like a trumpet reverberating when blown, yet he
was uttering words, speaking to Moses.
The “Last Trumpet” and the “Once More” of Hebrews 12:26(b)
Therefore, it is clear that (a) the “last trumpet” is equivalent to the
“trumpet of God,” (b) this trumpet of God will be sounded just before
the resurrection of the dead in Christ, and (c) the trumpet of God is his
voice uttering words, and when sounded, it shakes the earth. The final
clause of Hebrews 12:26 reveals the key to understanding the
meaning of the last trumpet which will sound before the future
resurrection of the dead in Christ and the catching-up.
After explaining that the trumpet voice of God shook the earth at
Mount Sinai, Paul made a chilling announcement about the next time–
the last time–that it will shake not only the earth, but also the heavens:
Heb 12:26 Then his voice shook the earth, but now he has
25
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promised, “I will once more shake not only the earth but
heaven too.”
From an initial reading of this verse, it can be concluded that (a)
God’s voice shook the earth at Mount Sinai, (b) once again, God’s
trumpet voice will shake the earth, as well as the heavens, and (c) this
will be the last time God’s trumpet voice shakes the earth and
heavens. Yes, one last time: the last trumpet voice of God. In this
verse, Paul was quoting a prophecy written by the Old Testament
prophet Haggai when stating that God promised “I will once more
shake not only the earth but heaven too.” Notice also that Haggai
connects his prophecy to the exodus from Egypt and a promise the
Lord made to them at Mount Sinai:
Hag 2:5 ‘Do not fear, because I made a promise to your
ancestors when they left Egypt, and my spirit even now
testifies to you.’ 2:6 Moreover, the LORD who rules over all
says: ‘In just a little while I will once again shake the sky
and the earth, the sea and the dry ground.
This prophecy confirms the conclusions drawn about the passage
from Hebrews above: that God at Mount Sinai shook the earth with
his powerful trumpet voice, and that it will once more shake the earth
and the heavens at some point in the future.
What does the phrase “once more” mean logically? Two very
important things: (1) that something took place in the past, at least
26
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once, and (2) that it is going to take place exactly one more time. The
“last trumpet” fits the “once more” description perfectly, because the
trumpet of God’s voice shook the earth once in the past (Mount
Sinai), and will do so one last time (the resurrection of the dead in
Christ).
This alleviates longstanding confusion about the meaning of the
last trumpet in supposed equation with the seventh trumpet blown by
an angel in Revelation chapter 11. This seventh trumpet is not the
trumpet of God, but rather the trumpet of an angel. In addition, the
seven trumpet judgments were a revelation given to John, not Paul,
many years after Paul wrote to the Corinthian church.
Given Paul’s background in Old Testament scripture and Jewish
customs, he clearly understood what happened on Mount Sinai, that
God’s trumpet voice was the cause of the shaking of the earth at that
time, and to what the prophet Haggai was referring when he wrote
that the Lord would once more shake the earth and the heavens. It is
apparent that Paul intimated this knowledge to the Corinthians when
he visited them, and explained the connections of the trumpet voice of
God and the last trumpet, so that an explanation in I Corinthians 15:52
was not necessary for the readers. Fortunately, all the pieces to the
mystery are available for us in the Word, allowing us to exegete
exactly what Paul meant. In using the term, “last trumpet,” he was
guiding future readers, through the Holy Spirit, to use the information
in Exodus, Haggai, and his first letter to the Thessalonians to
understand that it will be God’s trumpet voice sounding at the
resurrection of the dead in Christ, shaking the earth and the heavens.
27
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The next question to ask is where, within the chronology of
Revelation, would the resurrection of the dead fit within the
description of a massive shaking of both the earth and the heavens.
The event must precede both the day of God’s wrath and the
appearance of resurrected and caught-up believers in heaven. Such an
event is described within Revelation in the events which take place at
the opening of the sixth seal:
Rev 6:12 Then I looked when the Lamb opened the sixth
seal, and a huge earthquake took place; the sun became as
black as sackcloth made of hair, and the full moon became
blood red; 6:13 and the stars in the sky fell to the earth like a
fig tree dropping its unripe figs when shaken by a fierce
wind. 6:14 The sky was split apart like a scroll being rolled
up, and every mountain and island was moved from its place.
In this passage, there is clearly a shaking of both the earth (a huge
earthquake; mountains and islands move) and the heavens (the sun;
the moon; the stars in the sky; the sky itself). In addition, the events of
the sixth seal will take place before the day of the Lord’s wrath,
which allows for the three-stage translation of believers prior to the
pouring out of the Lord’s wrath on the earth.
Connecting the events of the post-exodus Mount Sinai experience,
Haggai’s prophecy of God’s voice “once more” shaking both the
earth and the heavens, and Paul’s association of these two passages in
Hebrews chapter 12, a startling conclusion can be drawn. The “last
28
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trumpet” is a reference to the trumpet voice of God sounding once
more in the future, at the resurrection of the dead in Christ, shaking
the earth and the heavens in fulfillment of the prophecy of Haggai.
Now Paul’s journey to Mount Sinai, following in the footsteps of
his ancestral mentor Elijah, is not only logical, but also quite
compelling. Perhaps Paul went there for further instruction on his new
commission from the Lord, and in the process was shown a revelation
of the future catching-up event, as well as the powerful voice of the
trumpet that will once more shake the earth and the heavens at the
resurrection of the dead in Christ.
An equally important pattern portends for a global earthshaking at
the resurrection of the dead in Christ, and serves to corroborate Paul’s
revelation of the global shaking due to the trumpet voice of God. This
pattern is evident within the detailed descriptions of the three
resurrections to immortal bodies recorded in the New Testament:
Jesus Christ, the many saints of Matthew chapter 27, and the two
witnesses of Revelation chapter 11.

29

